BGCOG Sun PM 3/24/01 – 4/10/05 – Kevin 6/12 – Lakeland COG Revival Sun PM 7/8/12
"The ABILITIES OF GOD"

“the Abilities of God”
Eph. 3:20-21
INTRODUCTION:

A. Before we make a major purchase of an expensive item we usually give it a lot of thought.  Some of our first thoughts are: (1)Will it live up to it's claims, and (2)will it meet my needs or serve my purpose? Will it still be working when I get it paid for?


1. None us need or want something that won't work, or last! Amen!


2. We don't want something that won't live up to our expectations!


3. In other words, we expect a lot out of anything that we are going to make a sizable investment in - Right?

B. What about God? If we invest our lives, our souls, our eternal future in Him, will He live up to our expectations?  But then, is it fair to subject Him to the same standards that we apply to anything else? 


 
1. ANSWER IS: ...YES!  God can handle:  Our Tough Questions; Our Scrutiny; Our Tests! 
Eph. 3:20-21 “Now unto him that is able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to the power that worketh in us, 21 Unto him be glory in the church by Christ Jesus throughout all ages, world without end. Amen.”



2. We often say, "I know, I believe." BUT it’s when we can say that "I know God is Able," that nothing can convince us otherwise. Amen!  But, just what are God's ABILITIES, as it relates to our personal relationship with Him?


3. To be honest, answering this question is like going out after an ice-berg or a glacier and coming back with a Bag of Ice! To answer this in detail would require eons of time..., BUT, we can explore truths that relate to areas of common need in our lives. Where can we find these truths? Answer: Bible!



a. A careful study of the Word of God, with special attention given to God's dealings with Humanity; will provide sufficient evidence to more than reward our search.  From such a study:



b. We will be able to draw an ample understanding of Gods position as it relates to His abilities in our lives as we see what He has done for others. 


C. In this message we are going to look specifically at 4 Areas: (1)God's Capability, (2)God's Availability, (3)God's Dependability, and(4)God's Inability!?
 
D. I feel like this: If I am going to FOLLOW God, SERVE God, TRUST God, and bring my family and friends to Him, then we're all going to want to know what we can expect from God!  How about you? Questions one may ask:



1. Is what I hear, and read about Him just good 'PR'? = (Public Relations) or is it Pure Reality?  Who here can tell me what it is??


2. Is the Bible ".. cunningly devised fables" or is it the Truth!  ANSWER=>
2 Peter 1:16 "For we have NOT followed cunningly devised fables, when we made known unto you the power and the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ..."

3. Peter also states, "This isn't the by-product of someone's imagination!"
2 Peter 1:21 "For the prophecy came not in old time by the will of man: but holy men of God spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost."

4. Men recorded what the Holy Ghost dictated! All scripture is inspired.
2 Tim. 3:16 “All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness: 17 That the man of God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good works.”

Psalms 119:89-90 "Forever, O Lord, Your Word is settled (Lit. = Stands Firm) in Heaven. Your Faithfulness endures for all generations;" 

5. The Bible record is Rock-Solid information! You can "Depend on" and "Rely on" what God promises!  In other words it is Pure Reality!

I.  God's Capabity - WHAT IS IT? 


A. We can best understand His capabilities by seeing what He has done!  What does the record show, you may ask?


1. He Can: Take Nothing and make it Something.




2. He Can: Take Weak Things and make them Strong Things.



3. He Can: Take Willing Things and do Special Things. = Get willing!



4. He Can: Feed the Hungry; He Can: Clothe the Naked.


5. He Can: Provide for the Poor.


6. He Can: Keep the Lions from Chewing you.


7. He Can: Keep the Fire from Consuming you.


8. He Can: Keep Death from Claiming you - Shall I go on??


9. He Can: Keep the World from Crushing you.


10. He Can: Prevent your Past from Destroying you.


11. He Can: Present a Savior to Deliver you.


12. He Can: Provide a King to Direct you.


13. He Can: Speak Light to the Darkness, and Life to Death.


14. Speak Health to Disease, and Joy to Depression.  Amen?!



15. Speak Peace to your Tumultuous SOULS.


16. Speak Faith to your Trembling Senses


17. Speak Hope to your Troubled Situations.


18. Speak Healing love to your Terrible hurts.


19. Take our Past and Cleanse it; Take our Present and Change it.


20. Take our Future and Challenge it; Take the Old and make it New.


21. Take a Little and make a lot; Take Many and make More.
       
22. Mend Broken Hearts - including yours.


23. Heal Broken Marriage - including yours (if it’s in trouble).


24. Convert Nations and well as individuals.


25. Change minds, and men; Provide Spiritual Restoration (Backslider).


26. Restore Spiritual Passion to the lukewarm); Restore Lost Hope.


27. Help the hopeless to find a Reason to Continue.



28. Set the Addict Free (regardless of addiction); Save the Sin-Sick Soul. 



29. HE LOVES YOU; Thinks of You; HE IS CONCERNED About U!

 

30. HE WILL: Speak to you; Fight for you; Deliver you.



31. And, one day – He will judge you! We must never forget this.

B. All in All, there is No Limit to the Capabilities of God!



1. He is Jehovah-Nissi' - The Lord our Banner (covering)! 



2. God is a covering for us! Whatever we need that's just what He is!

 
3. Truth is: God can do anything but FAIL!  Let’s look now at….
II. God's Availablity!

A. We've become a nation that thrives on Convenience! (24 hours/day)



1. Convenience Stores/Department Stores/Fast Food Chains; Open 24 hrs!



2. Computer services that connect you anywhere in Seconds! (Gigahertz)



3.  Today, You're not a Pizza business if you don't deliver it Hot! 



4. We want everything for which we can wish, When we want it, the WAY we want it!



5. We want God to be the same way!



6. Good News - God will be there when you need Him! No busy signal.
Psalm 121:1-5 "I will lift up mine eyes unto the hills, from whence cometh my help. 2 My help cometh from the LORD, which made heaven and earth. 3 He will not suffer thy foot to be moved: he that keepeth thee will not slumber. 4 Behold, he that keepeth Israel shall neither slumber nor sleep. 5 The LORD is thy keeper: the LORD is thy shade upon thy right hand."

B. God is always available to His Children! Anybody feel like shouting?


1. You can call on Him anytime, anywhere. He has promised to never leave us, nor forsake us. = "He’s Always there, even when it doesn't seem like it.”


2. God is saying: "24/7/365 in every year, I am right there beside you; to Guide you, to Hide You, and for you to confide in!" You have Preferential Priv-ilege with the Father!


C. He was available:




1. To cover Adam and Eve when they discovered their nakedness.




2. To direct, protect, and provide for the children of Israel in the wilderness.


3. To bring down the giants of David's life.


4. To insulate the three Hebrew Children in the fiery furnace.



5. When Stephen made a stand for Jesus that cost him his all; Jesus stood up for him. 

Acts 7:55 “But he (Stephen), being full of the Holy Ghost, looked up stedfastly into heaven, and saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing on the right hand of God,”



6. He is Jehovah-Raphah - The Lord is Present! Wherever you are - that's where He is!



7. To the unsaved, He's available for Salvation. Let’s look now at…
III. God's Dependablity!

A. Song: "He may not come when you want Him, but He's right on time!"


B. God is Dependable is an eternal, unfailing Truth!  Amen Church?


1. Dependable means: Trustworthy; Consistent; Reliable! That’s what He wants us to be; are we?

D. With God, you can without restraint, freely rely upon His:



1. Efficient Punctuality.


2. Exclusive Power.


3. Effective Performance. 

 

4. Got will not let you down!


F. Is God Really Dependable?  Ask:




1. Abraham, along with his son Isaac = There was a ram in the thicket.


2. Widow of Zarephath (Oil/Meal didn't run out) = Continual supply.


3. Ask Jonathan (& his Armor Bearer) - God gave the victory. 




4. Ask Shadrach, Meshach, & Abednego how hot the furnace was? Were they alone?  How they fared? How they came out?        




5. Ask Daniel - What it's like to sleep on a lion's fur rug?  (? Pillow).   


6. Ask Lazarus - If God has the power to bring you back from the Dead?

     

7. Ask the Woman with issue of Blood - If medical science is a match for God’s Supernatural Manifestation of miracle working power?      




8. Ask Paul - If in his trials, storms, perils and imprisonments -- if God was Dependable?



9. Each of these will declare Loud and Clear - "God is Enough!"

G. He is Jehovah-Jireh - The Lord will Provide!  Whatever I require, He will supply!  He is the equivalent of the requirement!! Say it with me:


1. He knows what we have need of; and He knows how to get it to us - Right on time! God is Capable - of all things (for your life)

He is Jehovah-Nissi [Banner] God is Available - at all times (in your life).

Being Jehovah-Raphah [Present] God is Dependable - at every turn (of your life).

He is Jehovah-Jirah - The God who provides!  What about …..
IV. God's Inability! Does He have any?

A. We don't like to think that God has any restraint - But He does!  Not because there is an inadequacy on His part!! 


B. God can't: 


1. Convert the unrepentant and rebellious. 



2. Commune with the unfaithful. 



3. Council the unwilling.


4. He can’t - Conform the un-surrendered. OR…


5. Change the un-yielding.

Mat. 23:37 "O Jerusalem,..how often would I have gathered  thy children together, even as a hen gathereth her chickens under her wings, and you would not!"

C. What is Jesus saying to us?


1. That it is WE, who disable God in His ability to work in our lives!  We stifle God! 



2. What is the Remedy? -  Get to know God!  (Allow His total flexibility in your life!)
2 Cor. 9:8 "And God is able (willing) to make all grace abound toward you; that ye, always having all sufficiency in all things, may abound to every good work:"



3. Allow Him free-access to your life at all times! Is this what you want?  Is this what you need?  


4. If you will come and give Him full control over your life, you can discover for yourself His: Capabilities, His Availability, and His Dependability.  



5. If you don't, you will discover His inability to hear you, help you, and welcome you into His Heaven.  WHY?  Because He is a holy God and His holiness will not allow you into His presence with sin in your life.
Prov. 1:25-28 "But ye have set at nought all my counsel, and would none of my reproof: 26 I also will laugh at your calamity; I will mock when your fear cometh; 27 When your fear cometh as desolation, and your destruction cometh as a whirlwind; when distress and anguish cometh upon you. 28 Then shall they call upon me, but I will not answer; they shall seek me early, but they shall not find me:"  

D. He is available to you tonight, right now!!  Come to Him and call upon Him for whatever you need in your life. Surrender it all to Him now!


1. Come and give Him full control over your life if you haven’t yet.[image: image1.png]



121








1

PAGE  
6

